
In the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal-Princi oal Bench t

New Delhi

Original Application No' 555/2O24

In the matter of: Original Application !9' 5-55/2024 titled 'News item
titreJliiir-" Lost 2'33 Million hectares of Tree cover

"io." iOOO Global Forest Watch' appearing in The

foaito--i*pt""" date 1^g'O4'2O24' with original

appricatioi' xo' 2ol2o2s titled 'News item titled

'e.".J" fottsts shrink by a3'92 sq km-in just two years

n"pol'- .pp""ir"g ia ine Assamtribune'com dated

22.t2.2o/24"'

Response on behalf of the Government of Jammu & Kashmir in compliance

withtheorder2g.ol.2025passedbytheHon,bleTribunalinoANo.SSSl2o2+
titled ,News item titled ,lniia Lost 2.33 Million hectares of Tree cover since

2O0O Global Forest Watch'appearing in The Indian Express date l3'O4'2O24" '

May it please Your LordshiPs,

The answering respondent most humbly submits as under: -

l. That the oA ".-" io be listed on 29'01 '2025 and this Hon'ble

Tribunal was pleased io p"t" an order on the aforesaid date' operative

part whereof reads as under:-

"l.Since o'A No' 1sSS12O24 and O'A No' 2Ol2O25 arc

interconnectJ-;" o.A No.555 12c,24 involves the issue of

decrease of iorest cover in entire India while O'A No'

2(,l2}2io ioooi"" tl" issue or decrease of forest cover in the

StateofAss.-,mtntheoAsaretakenuptogether.

2.Reply dated 28'O1'2O25 has beea filed by respondent

No. 31- State of Uttarakhand in O'A No' 55,612o24'

3.None has aPpeared for respondents- no'

5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 1 1, r g]ia, r s, i'6, L7' L 8' Lg'2o'2 L'22'23-24 :2-1'^26'27'
28,2s,so,s2:;;:il'-;;d' 'd -in o'e No' sssl2o24 and

respondents'oo' 1 to 4 in O'A No' 2O12O25'

4.States/UTs and their instrumentalists are under

constitutional obligation to protect .-Td improve

"ooiroo-.nJ-toJ-io- 
view thereoi states/uTs and their

instrumenta-ti"t" 
- 

""ooot 
absent from adjudication of

substantial "i'i'oo-"otal 
questioas on atry ground and are

constitutionally bound to cooperate and participate in the

same.

5. Even though the Natlonal Green Tribunal (Practices and

Procedure) Rules, ZOfi p'o'ides for taking of ex-parte

proceedings against the absentee respondents but we

consider that in "ti""-Jit'otoing 
substantial environmental

;;;ii'""-;;;";;""i;;;;;;;iti "o"ot 
be auowed to suffer

'themselves to ue priceeded against ex-parte as- any' order

oassed ex-parte is- 
- 
also liiely to adversely impact

H;;;"-;i;;;-h"k or-iiio',o'tiJn which could be provided

by such resPondents'
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2. In this regard, the data regarding decadal changes of various forest

parameters of J&K UT, as per the India State of Forests Reports 2O13
-and,2023 

(Copy enclosed as Annexure 'l') is as under:

Change o/o

1.90

3.The chaPter Pertalnlng to the Jammu and Kastrmir from the IndiaState

of Forest RePort 2023 clarifies that:
a Union Territory ofJammu and Kashmir is having the highest level cf

growing stock volume in its forests which is estimated to be 296.22 cisbic

meter/Ha.
(bl Amons the UTs, the highest growing stock in Agri-Forestry is observed

i"'.J^--i and Kashmir (29'59 Cubic Meter 1n"\'
(c)Jammuandxasrrmiriscontributingthehighestcarbonstockper
i{actre and estimated to be 174'1O Ton/Ha'

ChangeISI'R
2o23

ISFR
2013

ParametersS.No.

396.1220,948Forest Cover (in
km

1

144.327376.508232.141Growing Stock
in Recorded
Forest Area (in
Million Cubic
Metre)

2

6. In the present case, respondents no'

s,6,i,8,g, L L. 1 3, 1 4, 1 5, i 6,17'18, lg,2o.2 1,22,23,24,2s,26,27'
zb,b6,io',ez,ez,es and 4o ln o.A No' 5ssl2o24 and

"u"p"oa."ts- 
no. 1 to 4 in O'A No' 2Ol2O25 have not

.pp-""t.a before this Trlbunal and liled thelr replies/reports
ii'i."porr". to the notices served on them' In the interest of
justice and protection and improvement of environment' we
-.ru giving otle more opportunity -to the absenting
respondents to aPpear and fili their replies/reports and also

to ensure their representation through their authorized
ofii""."/.oonsels beflre this Tribunal' Ia the absence thereof
ioi ooiv exemplary costs Eay be imposed on absenting

t""poia""t" oi forther dates of hearing but also -their
pi.'"""." may be secured through coercive methods for being

ixamined as witnesses in the case'

7. Further the matter of no-appearance of respondents

No. 5,6,7, 8,9, I 1, 1 3, I 4' I 5' 1 6, I 7, 1 8, 1 9,2O,2 L'22'29'24'25'26' 
-

Ci,ii,z,i,io,32',37,38'and 4o in o'A No' 5s512o24 and

iespondentsno. 1 to 4 in O.A No' 2Ol2O25 and aot filing of

t.pif*/t"p"rts by them in response to the notices senred on

them ie -brought to the noti"" of the respective Chief

i."r.t"ty and Advocate General of the absenting States/UTs

for issuance of appropriate instructions for compliance with
;;1i.;" issued ti tui-r, Tribuaal and liling of replies/reports
iV in" absentinj States/UTs and their lnstrumentalists and

aiso their representation before this Tribunal through their
a..tnoriz"a ofucer/counsel, as may be required'

8. Response/reports by the remaining respondents-with
.o-pfJ" information regarding r919st Cover' Tree cover

;;i;; the period from t-he veai zoot to 2o2L mav be filed

"tt"""t 
one ieek before the date of hearlng fixed"'

f

62.16

(

2t346.39
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Report

86.48TOF Re rt 20ll
151.8TOF R ort 2023

5. Year wise details of the number of trees planted and areacovered in

outside the designated forest, by the Social Forestry wing of the

Department for the period from 2Ob1-02 to 2O2O-21 (Copy attached as

4. Also, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir had engaged the

HimalayanForestResearchlnstituteforestimationoftreesoutsidethe
i"r*t" ifOf). The important parameters or forests from these reports viz'

Trees outside ForestJ2Ol1, TOF Report 2023 is presented below:

of the UT of J&K, states an upward trend from 2OOl to 2O2l '

In the premises stated above, it is, respectfully prayed that

theaforesaidreportmaykindlybeplacedbeforetheHonbleTribunal,for

No. of Trees (tn Volume (in million
millions Cubic Meter

30.21
40.7

Annexure'II' are as follows:
Plants

Distribution
Out of 4)

5
4.820
2.000
3.089
3.736

5.667
4.729
6.042
4.880
5.L34
7.798
5.591
8.311
4.935
6.t23
7.418
2.966
0.960
2.003
t.497
92.71

6. That the aforementioned information pertaining to forestry parameters

its kind consideration.

C^'bl'

Copy (with enclosures) to the:.
Sh. G.M.Kawoosa, Additional Stand

of J&K UT, in the Honble National Green Tri

Delhi, for information and necessar5r action'

Ans spondent
o Govt

Ecology Env
Ihen/

ing Counsel for Government
bunal-PrinciPal Ben:h, Neu.

Plants Planted
(In lacs)

Area Covered
(in Ha.)

YearS.No.

321
16.310634.002001-20021
13.490643.002002-20032
2t.2002479.203
21.1602379.002004-20054
30.0962403.202005-20065
70.4021580.502006-20076
21.0311440.257
22.6622008-20098
22.5L1t714.962009-20109
22.8641708.282010-201110.

1611.9220tt-20L211.
t790.6420t2-201312. 23.616

19.005tt7L.7520L3-20t413.
L4.lL4101s.0320L4-2015t4.
16.4961205.84201s-201615.
t6.3371003.002016-201716.
10.7012017-2018

1005.682018-201918.
9.607997.882019-202019.
5.067298.672020-202r20.

360.134278s2.87Total

:.

5.011 l

I

I

I
I
I
i

4

2003-2004

2007-2008
1715.47

24.542

1054.60t7.
8.923
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CoEDbrloDGr SGcrGt.], lo Govanrmant
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Chengc o/o 
I

r.90 i

Sub:-o.A.No.55!Mto2t(IANo.llul2oz',N.grl.Gmtltlcd..tndleLolt2.33Million
hcctrnr of Trco Coicr rlaco 2(Xl Glo-brl Folrc.t wrtch- Appcerlng ln thc Indion
Erprcrr D.acd lilr4'2024.

Rcf - Adminisrntivc Dopartmcnt (ForcrE) communication No. FST-Lit/74noz' (7628'7 44'',

darcd 25-03-2025.

Ma&m,

I am dircctcd to convcy rhal as pcr thc Indir sl&lc of Folpsts R?orts 2Ol3 and 20ll
fhe docedrt chragc of various for6ls prtlmctcrt Pcrtaining lo J&K UT.Presentcd as belorr':-

62.16

Alro, Govornmcot of Jamnru rnd Kashmir had cngagcd thc Himalayan Forest

Rcsearch Insdtnc for cstimadon of trocs outlidc thc forect! (TOF). Thc irnponanr
prramctcB of forests from thccc rtpoftr vie Trs oubidc Forccts 201l, ToF Rcport, 2023
is presc,ntod bclow:-

ChangctsFR 2023rsFR 20r3Prnmetcrrrs.No.

20,94t.27 2t,346.39 396.t2ForestI

Growing Stock

Rcoordcd Foncst

(in Mlllion
Mctc)

in

Arc.
Cubic

232.lal 376.50A2

(in Krr 2)
Covcr

t44.327
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No.
(ln

oi lroo!
m llllonr) (ln Mtttton

Volutno

20 I I
30.21

40.7

Thc clrapcr lrGrtrlnlns to
Ropon2Ol3 lr annqod. pcrulrl

tto Jrrnnu end lGrlrorh So,rrr $o lndlr gti. ot porprt
of thc ruport olrlllcr thrr:

l' ualqr TGnltory of traronr ud Ksl,nrr rr hrrrg 60 hlatr..G rcvor of jrowraj roctsvoluoro ln lt FoF$. whlch L o.dE bd!ob Z%.i{2qrblon*cr/Hr.Ir' AD-.8 thc r,,r, fu r.hh-t 3rowln3 rtook rn Ajrporooy rr obrcvcd h Jrour
and Karhnrlr (29.59 Cublo McrcrfiL).

Irr.Jrmn. &, Krrhnh b oootrtbu&3 thc hlsbcrt cr.to! rtook pc/Irr Ed ldntnod !o
bG f74.l0 Ton/fla.

I an dlrcctod to tubnrlt thd tho forortry plrrmcilGr! pqtdnlng to UT lr on tho h[bct
lcvcl, unlikc it ir porrraycd ln tlrc Anicle.

vourrftrttE,
ll-/rq\drr(Dr. I3f,,mrft)lrs

Chlcl Corrorrvrtor of Forodr,
& Ncdrl Ofllcor (FCA)
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ffi
t l- .$,lEdrr-o't n n

The Under Secretary to Covenrnent,
Department of Forest Ecolory and Environment,
Civil Secretariat,

I&K fammu.

No: DIR/DSF /Plg/to>tt->fl6t9-/6 Dated:2(-03-2025.

Sub: O.A. No.5S5@2f (IA No. lrat?o?E) Nerur item titled "India Lost
2"33 Million hrtares of Tree Cover Slnce 2fl) Global Forest
Wahh" Appearing in the Indian E:rpreoo deted: 1,g.U,202i|.

Rd: Administsative Deparlnrent's letter No: FST-Lity'{2O2S dated:
8.03.2025.

Madam,

With reference to above cited letter on the subiect matter, I am
directed to submit the deAils of planAtion/ tree cover undertaken by the
Department of Social Forestry,l&K for the period from 2fi)1-02 to 202&
21 at Arurenrre - A for favotrr of inforrration and necessary action at your
end please.

faithfullv,

mld)'
Dy. Director, @lg),

Dcpartment of Social Forestry.
Jammu & Kashmir.

Copy to PS to the APCCF/ Director for kind information of thc
Director.

(Bihr
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